- 'Official offers ald
to those fearmg
asbestos problem

i " ByFRANK SULLIVAN former Meyersvilie dumping grounds
4 Stafl Writer ] categorized as astellites of the Super-
” PASSAIC TWP. — Long after the fund site. sl
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ifedera! Environmental Protection Then, two weeks ago, the EPA
"Agency (EPA) has addressed asbestos  aroused old concerns by statng that
problems a1 two sites ip Meyersville, households at the two Meyersvilie
-the township will suill have pockets of  sites faced an “imminent and substan-
asbestos with which 1o contend. tial health threat™ from exposure to
I That was the sentiment expressed asbestos, which has been linked to
‘recently by police Lt. Donald Van  cancer and lung dissase.

Tassel, who told EPA officials that The EPA posted sins secking 10
*“there is a Jongstanding problem here.  prohibit access 10 the properues and
Passaic Township is asbestos.” urged the bousebokis to move out

The abundance of asbestos, whick  while the EPA did remedial work
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can cause lung cancer and abesteosis, EPA officials also said they would
“is the result of residents using asbestos  be testing Lbe ares within the pear fu- x5
fll provided by National Gypsum, ture, to determine if there are dapger- . :
which used 10 operate s plant on Divi-  ous amounts of the matenial in the air. 1.
sion Avenue in Millington, officials .~ Residens who suspect that they : § H
said. The plant closed down in the ear- * .may have an asbesios probiem should _1&
ty 1970s. contact Nickie DiForie, the chiefl of ‘* q‘:
In 1983, the closed asbestos man- the Nortbern New Jersey Compliance 1 e
ufscturing plant was deemed a Super-  Section of the EPA, at (212) 264-0570. -3 ' ’
e l‘und site by the EPA, with two of its {Picase see Official on page 22.) -

7 \s-t,.ﬁ;.' - -
rEanwalie, at the borse stabies oo indicated Lhe agency might put an ad
White Bridge Road belongingto Dave in the paper to tell man: :':ae
lc1al Major, “they're going 10 put s geo- theyconldeommtheEAlﬂbeydxs-
textile fabric over” a riding track in covered zn asbesios probiem. -
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which asbestos was found. “It should
begin shoruy, in the next ogupie of

Wh:nubdnbomtheld,wbe

DiForte cautioned that the EPA can weeks, '.b”"d - :‘;edot::t.dl: 1 thought !:t‘dw::‘a

only deal with problems connected to _ Botb Sites are considered satelites §00d idex.” He added that while there :

the Superfund site. “Under Superfund  $t€s of the Millington Superfund site. * are no imminent plans to place an ad,

we will only be able 1o do what's under At a special meeting on Thursday, . if they do “‘we’d be bappyto set up '

our jurisdiction.” Sept. 20 EPA ol'ﬁqal lhchud Splhe h.rnpubﬁcmfomaﬁonnﬁon." w a

Therefore, she noted that *it may

not be the EPA that responds to them;

:mdc'?endsontbemtureoftheprob-

However, sbhe said she could refer
residents to agencies, such as the state
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) or the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Discase Registry
(ATSDR) which is & national benILh

organization.

"la.nrouunlothenzhtpeople"
DiForte said.

Regardmg the Meyersville
erties, DiForte said Monday that
work bad begun at the New Vernon
Road site owned by Hans Tielman,
and that the driveway contmmng the
asbestos would be paved “over the

pext coupie of days.”
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